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Quakers & 19th Century 
Reform �    —by J. William Frost 

The prominent role that Quakers played in 
calling and attending the 1848 Seneca Falls 
meeting on women’s rights is an example of the 
importance of members of the Religious Society 
of Friends in nineteenth-century reforms...Read 
the complete essay. 
  

Cult of True Womanhood �    —by
Jeanne Boydston 

As the film suggests, the lives of nineteenth-
century women were deeply shaped by the so-
called “cult of true womanhood,” a collection of 
attitudes that associated “true” womanhood 
with the home and family...Read the complete 
essay. 
  

American History’s Best-Kept 
Secret �    —by Sally Roesch Wagner 

One of the best-kept secrets in the closet of 
American history—that’s what Susan B. 



Anthony’s absence keeps hidden. The United 
States government, professing to be “of the 
people, by the people and for the people,” was 
instead (in the words of one 19th century 
reformer) a government “of rich white men, by 
rich white men and for rich white men.”...Read 
the complete essay. 
  

Legal Strategies of Susan B. 
Anthony 

After the Civil War the central goal of the 
woman suffrage movement became linking the 
struggle for women’s political equality to the 
enfranchisement of the freed slaves...Read the 
complete essay. 
  

Temperance & Suffrage �    —by 
Kathryn Kish Sklar 

The enormous success of the temperance 
movement among native-born American women
between 1874 and 1900 entwined the destiny of 
the suffrage movement with the temperance 
movement during the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century...Read the complete essay. 



  

Abolition & Suffrage �    —by Nancy 
A. Hewitt 

In the years between the Seneca Falls 
Convention and the Civil War, powerful links 
existed between antislavery and women’s rights 
advocates. Virtually all women’s rights 
advocates supported abolition...Read the 
complete essay. 

 


