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~ Message from the President ~ 
 
 

“Why pay money to have your family tree traced;  go into politics and 
 your opponents will do it for you.”  ~Author Unknown 

 
The most important political office is that of the private citizen.  ~Louis Brandeis 

Dear Members, 
 
Last month’s attendance at our Candidate Forum HOT 
TOPICS was sky high, and we continue to attract record 
numbers at our luncheons. Your fellow members have 
been hard at work, and hopefully all of you are tuning 
into our website along with the 80,000 others that visited 
it in the month of August. Please direct your friends and 
family to www.LWVOC.org for full election informa-
tion…on the presidential candidates, local candidates, 
and info on all the amendments that will be on your  
ballot. One stop shopping for the informed voter! 
 
Our Voter Services volunteers have been busy…
strengthening our partnership with WKMG to promote 
the STAY HOME AND BE COUNTED campaign. 
They’ve been developing a VOTER GUIDE on local 
candidates, preparing to run our adopted precinct on 
election day in Winter Park, and marshalling the troops 
to sign petitions for Fair Districts and observe the after 
election audit. Volunteers are still needed!! 
 
Our state League continues to take action in the area of 
putting Governor Crist on notice regarding the concern 
about NO MATCH/NO VOTE, one of the most  
stringent and confusing matching programs in the 
country, implemented just weeks before a major  
presidential election.  
 
Our local goal is to vastly accelerate voter turnout in 
Central Florida through the use of more voter informa-
tion and encouragement of the absentee ballot. This 
summer, we’ve put on a candidate forum almost every 
week, between our partnership with WMFE and  
televised debates, and in our community candidate  
forums partnering with Chambers, and many different 
community groups. Do your part...please put 
www.voteanywhere.org , on the bottom of your emails 
this election month to help voters request an absentee 
ballot and avoid the long lines on election day.  
 
We’ve continued our push for approval of commuter 
rail, and thank each of you for your help in responding 
to our ACTION ALERTS. Your emails make a re-
markable difference in helping elected officials know 
citizens are informed and paying attention. 
 
So in these last few weeks before the election what can 
you do? Put www.VOTEANYWHERE.org on your  

emails, encourage co-workers and friends to check their 
registration, vote early, vote absentee…tell them to visit  
our website for full service info on the election…and  
volunteer if you have time! 
 
And don’t forget to attend our next HOT TOPICS…
October 8th with the pros and cons on all the amendments 
you’ll see on your ballot. Bring your friends! 
 
Thank you for your unending support…together we will 
succeed! 
 
In League, 

 

Deirdre Macnab 

 



Page 3 

 
Learn more about how our 

Committees are working  
for better ideas in 

our community….. 
 
 

CONTACT... 
 
 

NEW COMMITTEE1 
 

Natural Resources 
Wednesday, October 15 

8:30 a.m. 
Stardust Video & Café 

Winter Park Road & Corrine Drive 
Patty Hattaway 
407-860-2820 

phattawa@mailer.fsu.edu 
 

Voter Services 
Charley Williams 

Voter Guide, 
Register Voters 

407-898-1818 x 111 
cjwilliams@g-e-c.com 

 
Education 

For information, call 
Barbara Barry 
407-677-1771 
Kaia Forget 

407-299-6964 
kwforget@cfl.rr.com 

 
Local Government 

Wednesday, October 22 
11:45 a.m. 

Flo Neidig 407-872-0072 
flonbert2@earthlink.net 

Andrea Kobrin 407-647-5912 
lulubelle@cfl.rr.com 

 
Transportation 

Lynn Eberly 
407-420-4256 

leberly@hdrinc.com 
Lennon Moore 
407-647-7229 

lennonmoore@cfl.rr.com 
 

Vamos A Votar 
Ayme Rodriguez-Smith 

Ayme@cfl.rr.com 
Dora Casanova de Toro 

Dora.Toro@laprensaorlando.com 
 
 
 

www.lwvoc.org 

League of Women Voters Provides Tips For  
Getting The Most Out Of Presidential Debates 

 
Washington, DC - The League of Women Voters  released helpful tips for media and voters 
on watching and analyzing the upcoming presidential and vice-presidential debates. 
“We are at last reaching the home stretch of an election season marked by unprecedented 
length, intensity, and civic excitement,” said national League president Mary G. Wilson. “As 
we move into these final weeks, it is absolutely critical for the media and community leaders to 
encourage voters to watch the presidential and vice-presidential debates, and consider these 
five tips for getting the most out of their experience.” 
 

~TOP FIVE TIPS FOR DEBATE WATCHERS ~ 
 

Think Ahead-Before the debate, ask yourself which issues are most important to you, and jot 
down what you’d like to learn from each of the candidates. 
Are They Answering the Question? Pay attention to how the candidates answer the ques-
tions.Are they specific? Sincere? Knowledgeable? 
 
Keep Track of Topics-Are the candidates being asked about your priority issues? Are the 
questions fair and pertinent? 
 
Talk it out! –Afterwards, talk about the debate with your friends & family. Did the debate 
sway your decision? Did you learn something new about the candidates’ positions? 
 
VOTE on November 4th.It is your best opportunity to make your voice heard and help shape 
the issues that affect all of us! VISIT  VOTE411.org  to prepare yourself. 
**Find much more on our “Debates 101” page; including fun tips for hosting debate-
watching parties, all at www.LWV.org. 
 
“Debates are the final chance for candidates to rise above the clamor of attack ads, endless 
punditry and analysis, and engage in thoughtful debate about the competing challenges of 
reforming our education, healthcare, and environmental protection systems, strengthening our 
economy, and determining our place in the world,” Wilson concluded. “They are also the best 
opportunity for voters to see, first-hand, how each candidate responds to the tough issues 
 facing the next tenant of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue.” 

Director Adrienne Katz recently visited  
the LWVUS office at 1730 M Street, 
Washington, D.C.  
 
Right:  Suffrage poster in LWVUS office 
 
Far right: LWVUS Conference Room 
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The Walkability Revival 
Will more people who can afford suburban privacy come back 
to the noise and bustle of the urban street? 
 
The late geographer John B. Jackson, in lectures he gave on 
life in cities around the world, would talk in vivid detail about 
where to find the best urban walking. He'd cite Naples, Barce-
lona, Istanbul — cities where on a warm summer evening, the 
entire population seemed to be out in the street: strolling, gos-
siping, indulging in the simple habits of old-fashioned pedes-
trian life. 
 
And then he'd throw the audience a curve. "You know why 
those people are out there?" he would ask. "Because it's hot 
and crowded and uncomfortable inside. They go into the street 
for relief." Jackson believed that whenever housing conditions 
improve, almost anywhere in the world, with more family 
space and controllable temperatures inside — vibrant street life 
begins to decline. 
 
Jackson wasn't happy to see people move indoors. He loved 
street life, and he loved walking. But he felt there was no way 
to escape a central truth: As much as people may romanticize 
the virtues of an urban life lived in the streets — even seek it 
out on vacations — they don't choose it when they have an 
option. 
 
Is it possible that, in the current century, significant numbers of 
people who can afford suburban privacy will be attracted to the 
noise and bustle of the urban street? 
 
But let’s ask the question a slightly different way — Will many 
more of us be drawn toward a style of life that involves some 
form of walkable daily routine? — then you may get a different 
answer. You begin to suspect that demographics and personal 
preferences are reshaping the American city toward street life 
and sociability in ways nobody would have expected even a 
short time ago. 

It's not just the New Urbanists who are talking the language of 
walkability now. It's developers, realtors, chambers of commerce, 
transportation agencies. Market forces are sending signals that 
none of them can afford to ignore. 
 
Atlanta is one of the most intriguing examples. It is not the place 
it was a few years ago, with a stagnant center surrounded by 
 vibrant, auto-dependent suburban enclaves. Most of the suburbs 
are still doing all right, but it's the city itself, especially the area 
around Midtown, that is being transformed by residential con-
struction. The trigger was Atlantic Station, a massive $2 billion 
mixed-use development on an old steel mill site surrounding a 
transit station that opened in 2005 and will eventually house more 
than 10,000 people. 
 
In the Dallas area, one of the most interesting new residential 
projects is Legacy Town Center, an urbanist experiment whose 
promoters tell prospective residents that "the beat of the city  
surrounds you. You're in the know, everything is close at hand. 
You can walk, skate, or bike and find everything you need." The 
interesting thing about Legacy Center is that it's not in the city at 
all. It's in the suburb of Plano, 15 miles from downtown. The 
management has sold buyers on the notion of walkability in a 
place where hardly anyone has walked anywhere by choice for 
the past two decades. 
 
Legacy Center isn't working out by coincidence: It's working out 
because it's located a few steps from the Plano rail station near 
the end of the Red Line on the Dallas transit system. And that 
brings up an interesting point about the whole resurgence of 
walkability. It's closely intertwined with transit, even in places 
where transit has never been a popular mode of transportation. 
Urban transit systems in this country face so many problems, 
both financial and political, that it's easy to lose sight of just how 
many new ones are being built, especially in areas of the South 
and West, such as Dallas, Phoenix and Denver. 
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Kudos to Clerk of Courts and Longtime League Member  
Lydia Gardner & Her Team!  

Governor Crist and Lt. Governor Kottkamp Announce 
2008 Governor's Sterling Award Recipients 

 Florida Sterling Council Honors 
Five Role Model Organizations  

 
TALLAHASSEE – Governor Charlie 
Crist, Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkamp 
and the Florida Sterling Council today 
announced the five organizations that 
will receive the prestigious Governor's 
Sterling Award for 2008.  

 
The Hillsborough County Tax Collector, Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office, Orange County Clerk of Courts, Shands 
HealthCare System and The Ritz-Carlton, Sarasota were hon-
ored at the Governor's Sterling Award Banquet at the JW 
Marriott Orlando Grande Lakes on May 30, 2008.  
 
"I am honored to recognize this year’s Sterling Award recipi-
ents,” said Governor Crist. “This year’s winners have  
demonstrated their commitment to improving the way they do 
business.  The process of competing for the award alone 
pushes for results.”   

For 16 years, the Governor's Sterling Award has recognized organi-
zations and businesses in Florida that have successfully achieved 
performance superiority within their management and opera-
tions.  This year’s recipients of the coveted award are:  
 

Orange County Clerk of Courts (Lydia Gardner - Orlando) is a 
constitutional office of the state of Florida with the Clerk serving as 
an elected officer in the Ninth Judicial Circuit. Orange County has 
the state’s fifth largest population. With a workforce of more than 
600 deputy clerks, the Clerk’s services include court support, case 
maintenance, data reporting, customer assistance and collections 
and disbursement of court fines and fees. Through the use of inno-
vative technology, including a customer queuing system as well as 
expanded e-systems to facilitate record sharing and collection, the 
Clerk has demonstrated both positive financial and customer out-
comes. The Orange County Clerk of Courts has established positive 
trends in the areas of collection rates, revenue and restitution collec-
tion to victims of crime (from $700,000 in 2001 to $1.6 million in 
2007), which exceeds comparable organizations. Customer satisfac-
tion has increased from 90.6 percent in 2003 to 95.1 percent in 
2007. The Orange County Clerk of Courts is only the second Clerk 
of Courts to win the Governor’s Sterling Award. 

 Redistricting every 10 years is like locusts eating our votes.  Save the vote! 
“Every 10 years legislators rig their districts to protect 
their seats and perpetuate their power. Together we can 
stop this unfair power grab now!”  

 Dianne Wheatley-Giliotti,  
  Past President/LWV Florida. 

 
Our politicians design districts to protect their seats and perpetu-
ate their power.  They pick their voters, rather than voters choos-
ing them.  Originally, the 10 year redistricting was designed to 
adjust for population growth, but the process has been highjacked 
by politics and devalued every voter, damaging the very spirit of 
a fair, democratic election Politicians found it much easier to map 
out a gerrymandered district of voters most likely to vote for 
them than to win an election on the issues and represent the com-
munity as a whole.  Voters’ needs are chopped up and dispersed 
across illogical districts, weakening the connection between  
communities and representatives. For example, Winter Park is cut 
into four different districts, making it very difficult for voters to 
know who their elected representative is. 
 

LWV is working with FairDistrictsFlorida.org to amend the 
Florida Constitution to require the Legislature follow fairness 
standards in Congressional and Legislative redistricting.  Fair 
districting would give voters a real voice in choosing their  
representatives.  

While ensuring that racial and lan-
guage minority voters have an equal 
opportunity to participate in the  
political process, the standards will 
require that districts be compact and 
community based. Communities 
will not be divided among multiple 
representatives. 
 
To do this we need a little bit of 
your time. And we need over 1.2 
million voters to sign petitions. First, we need your signature 
on both petitions (one for state legislature, one for Congress). 
Sign at the next LWV Hot Topics luncheon or online at: 

http://www.fairdistrictsflorida.org/sign_petition.asp.  
Ask others to sign. 

 
We need you to volunteer only two hours of your time for as 
many days as you can during early voting days and on Novem-
ber 8 to gather petition signatures at the polls.  We are targeting 
peak hours at high volume times (7 to 9am and 5 to 7pm) to 
reach the most voters.  Brief training will be provided by tele-
phone or in person.  Contact Nancy Rudner Lugo for more 
information and to help defend the vote at     
             nancy.rudner@gmail.com   321.282.7362 

 

“This election season, stay home and be counted!” 
You can make a Difference! 

 Vote absentee: www.voteanywhere.org 

 

 

Nancy Rudner Lugo 
Collects Fair District  

Petitions 
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SUNSET SOIREE  
New Member Orientation  
Top of Sunset Star Tower 

 
September 9, 2008 

Zack Segal  
Andrea Kobrin 

LWVOC Director 

President Deirdre Macnab 
Past President Alice Moulton 

Ron Ellman 
Director Lennon Moore Director Sara Segal 

welcomes attendees 

Laurie Wack,  Adopt-a-Precinct 
Guest 

Director Caroline Emmons-Schramm 
Director Jan Tunnell 

Joanie Schirm,  Ann Hellmuth 
Alana Brenner,  Donna Wyche          

Past President Jan Richmer 
Director Todd Ruopp 

Sandra Kiser 
Director Lynn Eberly 
Director Jan Tunnell 
Guest 

Guests 
Member Orientation 

LWVOC 1st Vice President  
Charley Williams 

Guest 
LWVOC Past President  

Alice Moulton 
Lonnie Thompson 

Candidate for FL House 38 

President Deirdre Macnab 
addresses 

Soiree attendees 

Elaine Wiggs 
Helen Jones 

Fran Pignone 
Sara Au 

Chrissy Garton (center) 
and Guests 

Charley Williams, 1st  
Vice President LWVOC 

and Guests 
Nancy Rodlun 
Deirdre Macnab 
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No Match/No Vote -- An Open Letter to Governor Crist  

from the League of Women Voters of Florida 

Dear Citizen, 
 

An Open Letter to 
Governor Charlie Crist:  

Cancel the roll-out of  
“No Match/No Vote”  
for this election cycle. 

 
As the “people’s Governor” we hope you 

will reconsider the recent directive from the Florida Depart-
ment of State to Supervisors of Elections to implement the 
“Verification Override Procedures”, commonly referred to as 
“No Match/No Vote”, for this election cycle. 

 
To roll out this policy at the eleventh hour – on top 

of all the other changes our election Supervisors are continu-
ing to absorb  - with only six weeks before to go before No-
vember - puts trust in our elections at risk. 

 
And it will be the Voters of Florida who will suffer. 

Registrations for tens of thousands of new Voters across all 
party lines continue to pour in. This is not the time to imple-
ment an additional policy, additional complexity. There is no 
time to process all the matches, to trouble shoot the procedures, 
to contact effected voters, to educate poll workers. This is a 
recipe for disaster. 

 
The match process in the past has proven to be very 

flawed. The Florida directive outlines multiple bureaucratic 
steps to attempt a match. Most non-matches are primarily due 
to typos and common data problems – not due to any Voter 
attempt at fraud.  Yet ultimately the No Match/No Vote policy 
puts the burden on the Voter. 

 
 With the implementation of No Match/No Vote Flor-
ida is one of only four states to adopt this approach. We run the 
risk, yet again, of having trust in the fairness of our election 
systems eroded – as it was with the notorious felons list when 
thousands of legitimate voters were disenfranchised. 
 

Yes – we understand that under the Florida “No 
Match/No Vote” a rejected Voter who goes to their polling 
place, may cast a provisional ballot. Even though they will 
have shown a driver’s license at the polling place, they are  
required by this directive to take the extra duplicative step of 
having to present their driver’s license in person or via fax/
email to the Supervisor of Elections office by 5pm on the    
second day following the election. Why require this step? 
Why not allow the Voter to satisfy this requirement by show-
ing their driver’s license at the polling place and then being 
allowed to cast a regular ballot - as is allowed in most states? 

 
Wisconsin has been struggling with No Match/No 

Vote issues recently.  When, as a test, the voter registration 
records of the 6 retired judges who serve on their “Government 
Accountability Board” – the body that oversees elections – 
were run through the “match” process.  

The result? 4 of the 6 judges didn’t match (Source: Bren-
nan Center, New York University School of Law). If they are still 
forced to implement “No Match/No Vote” in this election cycle 
any affected Voters there have better protection than Florida    
Voters. Wisconsin Voters who don’t match and are told so at the 
polls would be able to re-register using “same-day registration” 
and vote. (Source: Wisconsin Attorney General J.B. Van Hollen as 
reported by CH3000 News). 

 
What do other states do? Many take a common sense 

HAVA compliant approach where if a first time Voter isn’t 
matched, they are still registered and can vote a regular ballot so 
long as they show proof of identity at the polls before voting. In 
addition, a total of 9 states have adopted on-site Election Day 
Registration (and more are studying it) making it easier for vot-
ers to exercise their franchise and resulting in 10% greater voter  
turnout. 

 
No Match/No Vote is a solution in search of a problem. 

There is a real question as to whether a problem actually exists. 
After a five year “crackdown” on voter fraud, the Justice Depart-
ment has turned up virtually no evidence of any organized effort 
to skew federal elections, according to court records and inter-
views done by the New York Times (April 11, 2007).  The few 
isolated voter fraud cases that have made it to prosecution have 
been typically due to human mistakes – a person convicted of 
check fraud who didn’t understand that they weren’t allowed to 
vote under the terms of their parole; a person that filled out two 
registration cards (though they only voted once); a teenager who 
voted in place of his father who was out of town; a handful of con-
victions involved people who voted twice for payment,     gener-
ally in local sheriff’s or judge’s races. 

 
 The real problem – which we should work to resolve – is 
the lack of robust databases. It is desirable and required by HAVA 
that we develop reliable statewide voter registration systems to 
enhance a poll worker’s ability to find a voter in the database no 
matter where they are in the state, to facilitate a Voter’s ability to 
update their registration if they move etc., and to avoid duplicate 
registrations, among other benefits. 
 
 We urge you to freeze the implementation of No Match/
No Vote for this election cycle. Then let’s have a community dia-
logue on how to move forward in a way that is in the best interest 
of all the citizens of Florida. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The League of Women Voters of Florida 

Florida Challenges: 
 

Florida ranks #2 in US for foreclosure filings. The second 
quarter saw a 25% increase in foreclosure filings. California 
and Florida metro areas took 16 of the top 20  spots in the 
largest metro areas with foreclosure rates, according to 
RealtyTrac 



LWVOC Adopt a Precinct Team 
 

LWVOC President Deirdre Macnab, Todd Ruopp,  
Chrissy Garton,  Jan Richmer, Jan Tunnell,  
Laurie Wack, Dede Caron, Lynn Eberly and 
 Patti Appel.  
 
This is only part of our team; there was a changing of   
the guard for our next shift. Not shown are:    
Sandra Powers, Kaia Forget, Karen Breakell , 
Voter Services Chair Charley Williams and  
Director Sara Segal. 

-submitted by Team Leader Laurie Wack 
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Orange County Turnout Statistics  
for August 26th Primary 

 
Turnout: 17.21% 

Registered Voters: 538,368 
Total Ballots cast: 92,665 
Ballots cast at early voting sites: 10,193 
Absentee ballots requested:        (info to follow) 
Absentee ballots cast:                30,422 

Almost half of the voting was done via  
absentee and early voting 

30,422 + 10,193 = 40,615 early votes out of 92,665 
total votes cast. 

 

Q: What will it cost to return my  
absentee ballot? 

 

A: Postage will vary from county to county, de-
pending upon the style and weight of the ballot.   
Each county is different. 
     Preliminary postage estimates below. Please 
check with your county. 
     LWVOC asks that you help us inform first-
time voters! 
            Orange County: 59 cents 
            Osceola County: $1.17 
            Seminole County: not available  
                at press time 
            Brevard County: 59 cents 
            Volusia County: 42 cents 
            Lake County: 42 cents 
            Flagler County: 42 cents 
 
(Thanks to Barbara Knapp for researching this 
factoid) 

 

Thank You  
 

Enzian Theater of Maitland for putting 
 our Voteanywhere.org on the Big Screen! 

 

IDENTIFICATION OPTIONS FOR 
 VOTING AT THE POLLS 

(a)  Florida driver's license. 
(b) Florida identification card issued by the Department of Highway  
              Safety and Motor Vehicles. 
(c)  United States passport. 
(d)  Debit or credit card. 
(e)  Military identification. 
(f)  Student identification. 
(g)  Retirement center identification. 
(h)  Neighborhood association identification. 
(i)  Public assistance identification  

 

 
WANTED! 

Passionate about democracy? Want to pick your elected representatives 
 instead of having them pick their voters? We need you for  

 2 hours (or more if you can) during early voting or on election day 
 to collect petition signatures to stop gerrymandering. 

 Email   nancyrudner@gmail.com  or call  321 282 7362. 

 
 

Florida’s Election System 
 
Florida took an important step toward trustworthy elections by 
adopting paper ballot voting systems, but to achieve secure and 
verified elections, a sample of paper ballots must be hand counted 
to audit computer vote tallies. This new legislation, SB 2544 and 
HB1521, will ensure strong audits and other important security 
safeguards. 
 
Currently, only 1-2% of the votes are checked for any given race. 
That means that as many as 66 counties may not verify presidential 
votes this year! Senate Bill 2544 and House Bill H1521 could 
change that by requiring careful audits of more ballots in close 
races, and fewer ballots in races that are landslides. It is more effec-
tive and more efficient than the current system. 



Page 9 

~ Senator Beth Johnson ~  
1950-52 President of LWVOC  

1st woman elected to the Florida Senate 

Election 2008 has presented us with a couple of historic firsts with Senator Hillary Clinton’s 
run for the Democratic Presidential candidacy of the United States and Sarah Palin’s run as 
Republican Vice-President.  There were many women who blazed the path to make this possi-
ble. One in particular was Orlandoan Beth Johnson, member and past president of the League 
of Women Voters of Orange County and the first woman to be elected to the Florida Senate.   

Senator Beth Johnson was fortunate to have had an outgoing, 
forward thinking mother as a role model and an enlightened 
father. Born in Butler, Pennsylvania in 1909, Johnson gradu-
ated from Vassar College in 1930 and moved to Orlando with 
husband George Johnson in 1935, after he earned his law  
degree from Harvard.  
 

Johnson quickly became involved in the community as an ac-
tive member of the PTA and the League of Women Voters, 
serving as president from 1950-52. The League was a pivotal 
influence in her life and provided the  “intellectual challenges 
she could not find elsewhere”  
 

After WWII, Johnson’s husband, George, decided to run for 
the school board. At that time the schools were in deplorable 
condition and consultants recommended that the county pass a 
$50 million bond issue to generate the money needed to im-
prove the schools.  At that time, to pass a bond issue, 50% of 
free holders (land owners) were required to vote and 50% of 
these needed to vote for the bond issue for it to pass.  Johnson 
along with women from the League and PTA’s were deter-
mined to get this bond issue passed. On Election Day, hearing 
that the vote on the bond issue was not going well, these 
women identified the free holders who had not voted and they 
went to each house to get out the vote, volunteering to baby sit, 
cook dinner or anything else to free the voter, thereby generat-
ing enough votes for the bond issue to pass.  
 

Passing the bond issue was a big coup and the city leaders took 
notice of Beth Johnson’s organizational skills, energy and 
style.  This was the beginning of Johnson’s political career. 
Orlando Mayor Beardall appointed her to the Planning and 
Zoning Board, which in time she chaired; she served on the 
municipal planning board and she was asked to be a delegate to 
the State Democratic Convention. She took her appointments 
seriously and was always well informed.    
 

In 1957, Martin Anderson, owner of the Sentinel Star, and 
Billy Dial, founder of Sun Bank, asked Johnson to run for an 
open house seat in the Florida House of Representatives.  Her 
husband, George, was a bit “non-plussed” at first because he 
thought that he should have been asked to run, but he realized 
that Johnson had earned the opportunity and that she was 
ready for the challenge. He was the campaign manager for all 
her campaigns. The same people who were involved in getting 
the bond issue passed rallied around Johnson and she was  
easily elected. Serving in the Florida House from 1957-1962, 
she then decided to run for an open Senate seat. 
 

These were the “olde” days, and the sitting Senators were not 
happy with the prospect of a female senator, their feelings  
being that “it just wouldn’t do for a lady to sit in the Senate  

chamber during a closed-door executive session because that’s 
where the boys let their hair down and called a spade a spade.”  
These same legislators were later to say that she was “smart, al-
ways a lady, she did her homework and she earned respect.” 
 
During her legislative years her primary interests were mental 
health and retardation, higher education and appropriations. Her 
chief legislative achievements were the establishment of the  
University of Central Florida, creation of 4C’s - Community 
Coordinated Child Care, and  development of planning and 
zoning systems which resulted in Orlando doing comprehensive 
planning long before it was done by most cities.  
 
When she left the senate in 1967 she picked up the threads of 
community life to which she was dedicated, applying her energy, 
her experiences and her clear perception to continue improving 
the plights of others. 
 
Senator Beth Johnson died from lung cancer at the age of 62. 
As a tribute to Johnson a Senate resolution passed unanimously 
stating: “Let there be no misunderstanding. The respect, the love, 
the esteem, the good works, were not because she was Florida’s 
first woman senator, or even the first woman to be honored by 
election to both legislative houses – rather, her election to these 
high positions and honor and good works attendant were because 
of her personal qualities and innate abilities.”   She was inducted 
into the Florida Women's Hall of Fame in 1986.   
 
The Hon. Winifred Sharp, retired District Court Judge, and 
Johnson’s daughter, remembers that Johnson was a wonderful 
but distant mother who held her three children to high standards.  
Johnson was an extrovert, never forgot a name and had a radiant 
smile that lit up a room. She loved to be around people and al-
ways felt there was room for one more person in their home. 
 
Beth Johnson paved the way for the nine female state senators 
serving currently in the Florida Senate and all those in between. 
 
~submitted by Susan Pins, Profile Writer 

 

AWESOME! 
We had 80,075 visits to LWVOC website during  

the month of August 2008! 
 

Compare this to the 92,665 voters who turned out 
 (17%) for Aug 26th primary! 

 
www.LWVOC.org 
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HOT TOPICS LUNCHEON 
September 16, 2008 at 

Sorosis Club 
 

ELECTION 2008: 
Meet the Candidates! 

A Sellout Crowd! 

Jerry Demings 
Candidate for Sheriff 
 

Guest 
 

LWVOC President 
Deirdre Macnab 
 

Guest 
 

Greg Kurth 

 Guests and      
Darius Davis, FL House 9 

Candidate  

Susan Clary 
Lonnie Thompson 

Candidate 
FL House 38  

Mary Emily 
Shannon 

Candidate for 
O. C. Property 

Appraiser  Charley Williams, LWVOC  1st VP      
Julie Watson, WMFE, presenting the 

$5,000 grant award to LWVOC 

Doris O’Neal 
 

Linda Lovett 
 

Michele Levy 

Jerry Demings and 
John Tegg, Candidates 

Bill Cowles 
Supervisor of 
Elections 
 

Shannon 
Gravitte, 
Candidate for 
O.C.Commission 
District 1 

John Harris 
Candidate for 
O. C. Commission 
District 3 and wife,  
Susan Denton 
Harris 

Mercerdese Clark 
and Guests 

Guest 
Bill Donegan,  

O. C. Property Appraiser 
Jean Ruiz-Sandor,  

 Candidate for Tax Collector 

 
Debby 

Manuel 
 

Deirdre 
Macnab 

President 

Kimberly 
Triplett 

and Guest 

Rick Stout 
Earl K. Wood 

O. C. Tax Collector 

Laura Keller, Candi-
date 

for School Board District 7 
 

Scott Boyd, Candidate for 
O.C. Commission District 1 

 

Judith Smelser,  
WMFE News Director 

Moderator Judith Smelser 
Charley Williams 
1st Vice President 

Yvonne Opfell, Timer 

Registrar  
 Andrea Kudlacz 

Wrapped in 
Name Tags 

Carol Wetmiller  
Christine Moore Curtis, 
Candidate for School Board  
District 7 

 
Fred Schott 

Candidate for 
Circuit Judge 




